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Peorusry l£*£i8 


OZEKAXT 




ust VMk glbrleht porgad thro. leading aaabara o t tlw roglwe (party 
number two wan Earl Schlrdewan, party theoretician fred Oelssne % 
and Corner Mcurlty chlvf Ernst follvsba? s aone under arrest) . 

A. Fargo cl inaxe d long dispute between ELbricht, who favors haa*U 

Stalinist line, aad group of top-ranking party weavers who 25X1 
wanted regtae to follow wore woderate policies. 


IX. 


Opposition activated by: 

1* Realisation that Elbrlcht's oppressive policies would only 
lead to increased unrest and offered no solution to East. 
Romany's economic ills and 
2. Elbrlcht's arrogant and high-handed behavior. 

2. glbrleht will probably extend purge as be novae to enforce hie 
policies. 

6. Be is now free to bring economy wore directly under state 
control and speed up production. 

III. Effect will be to create atmosphere conducive to strikes, disorders. 

A. Disturbances equalling 1253 'a uprising not expected. 

*• ** f orta *111 probably be wade to halt refuges flew, including 
restrictions on entry to Berlin, probably not to extent of 
eerlously jeopardising Venters position in Berlin. 
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Blbricht’e mandate to impose Stalinist policies reflects Kremlin's 
£*&r that in this Westernmost 3ft toll it* would load to 

disaster. 

A. Soviets fear revolt in East Germany eor* than in any otner 
Satellite . 

B. Stress factor motivating USSR* a German policy is continuing 
state of unrest in Eastern Europe. 

C. Finally, Blbricht’s continuation of hard-line policies furl tor 


illustrates rigidity of Kremlin** position ©a German issue. 


1. Soviet policy is obviously to maintain status quo by 

whatever means necessary. 25X1 
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